
WORLD LANGUAGES 
 
FRENCH 6 
This course is for the student who wishes to learn French.  Vocabulary topics include 
greetings, courtesy, numbers, calendar, self, friends, classroom, and weather.  Students 
first learn individual words and then combine those words into sentences.  They answer 
simple questions related to the topic and create simple classroom stories.  Students begin 
to learn about France and Canada.  They advance from the novice low to the novice mid 
level by the end of the course [these are levels described in the ACTFL (American 
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages) Proficiency Guidelines]. 
 
FRENCH 7    
This is a continuation of French 6.  Vocabulary topics include the family, house, animals, 
food, and restaurant.  The linguistic expectations for this course are very similar to grade 
6 as students expand their repertoire of topics with which they are familiar.  They begin 
to combine new knowledge with previously learned material so they can communicate at 
more length than they could in grade 6.  They continue their cultural study of French-
speaking countries.  Students generally remain at the novice mid level throughout the 
year as they strengthen their ability to communicate in French. 
  
FRENCH 8   
This course is conducted primarily in French.  Students continue to expand their use of 
previously learned vocabulary as well as learning new topics related to the community, 
shopping (for food and clothing), travel, and leisure activities.  In this course students 
practice speaking and writing at more length and with greater detail than in previous 
years.  They interact more with authentic materials and move into the novice high 
level.  They can engage in longer conversations and respond to spontaneous questions 
about the topics with which they are familiar.  They conduct research and report on 
aspects of French and Francophone culture. 
 
SPANISH 6   
This course is for the student who wishes to learn Spanish.  Vocabulary topics include 
greetings, the alphabet, courtesy, numbers, calendar, classroom, body, weather, leisure 
activities, and celebrations.  Students first learn individual words and then combine those 
words into sentences.  They answer simple questions related to the topic and create 
simple classroom stories.  Students begin to learn about Spanish-speaking countries in 
Latin America.  They advance from the novice low to the novice mid level by the end of 
the course [these are levels described in the ACTFL (American Council on the Teaching 
of Foreign Languages) Proficiency Guidelines]. 
 
SPANISH 7    
This course is a continuation of Spanish 6.  Vocabulary topics include describing oneself, 
family, friends, and pets; one’s home; and food.  The linguistic expectations for this 
course are very similar to grade 6 as students expand their repertoire of topics with which 
they are familiar.  They begin to combine new knowledge with previously learned 
material so they can communicate at more length than they could in grade 6.  They 



continue their cultural study of Spanish-speaking countries.  Students generally remain at 
the novice mid level throughout the year as they strengthen their ability to communicate 
in Spanish. 
 
SPANISH 8    
This course is conducted primarily in Spanish.  Students expand their use of previously 
learned vocabulary as well as learning new topics related to the community, clothes and 
shopping, food and restaurant, and travel.  In this course students practice speaking and 
writing at more length and with greater detail than in previous years.  They interact more 
with authentic materials and move into the novice high level.  They can engage in longer 
conversations and respond to spontaneous questions about the topics with which they are 
familiar.  They conduct research and report on aspects of Hispanic culture.  
MANDARIN 8 
This course is for the student who wishes to learn Mandarin and plans to continue their 
study of Mandarin at the high school.  It is an introduction to Mandarin, to its 
pronunciation and intonation, to its basic grammar and idioms, and to an elementary 
vocabulary.  Students will develop basic conversational skills and proficiency in reading 
and writing about 200 Chinese characters.  The course also covers necessary culture, 
customs and philosophy which serve as keys to studying the Chinese language. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO CHINESE LANGUAGE & CULTURE 8 
This trimester course is part of the Performing Arts rotation in grade 8.  It is an option 
provided to students who do not select band, strings, or chorus.  This course is designed 
to enable students to gain some exposure to the extensive and profound Chinese 
civilization.  It will introduce students to various Chinese cultural forms, including fine 
arts, language, festivals, and cuisine, and give them a glimpse of both ancient and modern 
Chinese life.  The course will include hands-on projects, arts and crafts, a taste of Chinese 
food, and simple conversations in Mandarin.   
 
	  


